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Yaacov/Jacob (Jackito) Maestro: 1927-2016 R.I.P

Jackito was born in Salonika. He reached Auschwitz with the first transport on April 215t 1943 and had the inmate
number 109624 tattooed on his arm.

Because he knew fluent German, he became the translator for the Salonika Jews and was made the deputy
manager of work distribution among the camp inmates.

He used his access to the papers with inmates' names on them so as to secretly move some among the jobs,
thus helping those about to drop dead of hard labor. He managed to save many lives this way, while risking his
own.

The connections he made in the camp and the presents he gave to the Germans, helped release inmates from
medical experiments and acquire life saving medicine. Due do these actions, Prof. Gideon Greiff called Jackito in
his book "The Good Angel of Auschwitz".

Jackito survived the Holocaust and made Aliya to Israel in 1946.

The first information received about his actions was given by Mr. Moshe Ha'elyon.

"The Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to him while he was still alive, during the 2014 Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Jacob (Jacko) Razon: 1921-1997 R.I.P

Jacko was born in Salonika; he learnt boxing and won Greek and Balkan championships.

He was sent to Auschwitz on April 6" 1943 and had the inmate number 115264 tattooed on his arm.

He was activated by the Nazis as a boxer and boxing coach. He got the name "Iron Man". The camp commander
organized a better job for Jacko in the kitchen.

Jacko used his position to steal food from the kitchen and distribute it to his friends in the camp. He would
send to Dr. Kuanka's infirmary, weak Jews who couldn’t work anymore. There the inmates would get better and
strengthen themselves before returning to work.

According to Noach Kliger, Jacko saved him and other inmates by holding staged boxing fights with them, all the
while risking his life.

Jack survived the Holocaust and made Aliya to Israel in 1946.

First information about his actions was received from Prof Yitshack Kerem.

"The Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to his family members during the 2015 Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Rabbi Moshe (Moiz) Shimon Pesach: 1869-1955 R.I.P

Rabbi Pesach was born in Larissa, became a Rabbi and in 1892 became the city Rabbi of Volos. On September
30t 1943, the Germans demanded he give a list of all the city Jews, so as to send them to Auschwitz.

In order to save the Volos Jewry, the Rabbi asked the Germans for 3 more days to get organized. Thanks to his
connections with the Archbishop, the Priest and the Mayor- he used the additional days and warned the Jews
and gave the sign to flee to the far off villages in the mountains, with the help of the Greek resistance, where
they hid until the end of the war. All this was done while the Rabbi risked his own life.

Thanks to his actions, 750 out of 880 of the Volos Jewry were saved. The Rabbi's family, who lived outside the
city, didn’t survive the war.

In 1946 he was chosen to be Greece's head Rabbi and father of the Courts. In 1952 King Paul of Greece gave
him the "Golden Cross"- an award given for loyalty and patriotism to Greece.

Rabbi Pesach and his wife Sarah were reburied in 1957 in Jerusalem.

The first information about his actions was given by his great grandchild, Dr. Elias Pessach.

"The Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to his family members during the 2015 Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony in the Bnei Brith forest.



DwWIN - N 1A S RYIVD DN

ANIYA oUW OISO Y DA TP TN U
The Committee to Recognize the Heroism of Jews

who Rescued Fellow Jews During the Holocaust

NXIVD NBIPNA D'TIN' 17'¥NV D' TIN?

Jews Rescuing Jews during the Holocaust

B'nai B'rith World Center - Jerusalem

Jewish Rescuer’s Citation 111141 1994 1IN

vl 1943 yn 23-2 ywix? nyvan 291702 7710 TNONX

.38850 :wipyp/N'oxX 1o0n yauin Nyt
7¢ N'INAIMNA N7 DN N'NNAN N9 NNLYY NP
"TON1 7N NITIPO NX K71 NOYN DX 12'20 K7W |IIM NIN'OX

.nnnn
5 0T : 14 NvInY o . T DINDT N
NYDYWI NiINY DTN MIvn 0'wl 14 xin? anfxn K0 i T S
nN r]:_yw DIWJI7 DI-I-A:_ Nlj_nl? nl7 nl-]-rlv Inw nv;]n '1"-|' ]'IN (i 1 1 o o B <'::-~n-«p~y)-|p-\u-‘5;;-xmvnx5
|- TN NNt
.nlpron " _7":11“‘7‘32'711‘7‘;: X
1'Ayn n'n Ay Y 0n'1'a A1X'"7 1IN'7¥N A7V N'NXIE YNONX 7'T INUDRN 1NDN

AN D103 gEnN g Absia

nRET™ "NeERIBNRP" N 7Y |27 NN NN [DTVaAY ,NIMao Y
NTA qQIO'RN 172 - 25 o0n pitan arvxIn D pitan

This is to Certify that a
Jewish Rescuer's Citation
has been conferred in recognition of

the devotion, courage and heroism exhibited H

NITVIM I'N [N 197 NIVY YI7WD - NN'OX W7W ,DIMI0NIj?7 ~ Ester Maestro

in rescuing fellow Jews during the Holocaust

.27 0N [12'0 N ,N7X 70 .nTawn? nwinY

'9IM9 T 7V 10N A7 APXAN NI 7Y NIwRIN yTNAN

' [IVTA

.1949 miwa 7xw'? NNyl nm'!m NXIYN DX NTY mo»: I"\P'TX-IWUONY.\ TNON
DI' OV NNOYNN NA'¥I7 ZAVIN "NNIYA 'TIN'N 7'¥nin NIX

SnmMa-n2a" w2016 nxiwn 191 4 - 2000



http://www.huli.co.il/BRPortal/br/P102.jsp?arc=1912753

D'YYWIN - NI 1A YW pYIvn DN

v &
INIYA QW TIT 05T YV o3 AP T V
% The Committee to Recognize the Heroism of Jews

NXIVD NOIPNA D'TIN' 12'¥NVY D' TN

Jews Rescuing Jews during the Holocaust

who Rescued Fellow Jews During the Holocaust
B'nai B'rith World Center - Jerusalem

Ester Maestro - Tzadikaryo: 1914-2000 R.I.P

Ester was born in Salonika and reached Auschwitz on March 2379 1943. The inmate number 38850 was tattooed
on her arm.

Because she was fluent in German, she became the translator for the Greek female inmates who didn’t
understand the camp commanders' orders.

She managed to save 14 women from death row by convincing Dr. Mengale that they were helping here bring
cloths to women who passed the selection.

Ester and her brother Jacob managed to reconnect. Jacob would get her cigarettes with which she would buy
the hearts of the Capos and the Block Elderly. This way she managed to get 3 inmates out of Block 25 (the block
from which women were rounded up for the crematorium), 3 hours before they were supposed to be
murdered. She did all this while risking her own life.

The first information about her actions was given by Prof. Gideon Greiff.

Ester survived the Holocaust and made Aliya to Israel in 1949.

The "Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to her family members during the 2016 Holocaust memorial ceremony
in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Daisy Aroch - Chalgoa: 1922-1979 R.I.P

Daisy was born in Salonika. She reached Auschwitz on April 28t 1943 and had the inmate number 43166
tattooed on her arm.

Because she was fluent in German, she became the translator for the Greek female inmates who didn’t
understand the camp commanders' orders.

In addition, she was placed in charge of Block 27 in Birkenu and got the nick name "Daisy the Block leader".
These jobs enabled her to roam around freely, which she used in order to help many women in the camp.

She acquired and secretly distributed food, replaced women in different work groups, hid sick women during
selection and hid information about pregnancies and abortions. All this was done while Daisy was risking her
own life.

She saved at least four women from being selected to die. Those who shared her stories included Ivonne
Razon, Bary Nachmias, Mary Nachman and Bella Yehuda.

Daisy survived the Holocaust and made Aliya to Israel in 1949.

The first information received about her actions was given by the Holocaust survivor: lvonne Razon.

The "Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to her family members during the 2016 Holocaust memorial ceremony
in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Dr. Leo Kuanka: 1979-1899 R.I.P (Greece)

Dr. Kuanka was born in Salonika. He was a well known ear nose and throat doctor and a representative of the
"Red Cross". He arrived in Auschwitz on April 24t 1943, and had the inmate number 110941 tattooed on his
arm. From there he was sent to the Bona-Monovich camp, where the terrible Nazi Dr. Mengale made him the
camp doctor. As a doctor he helped many inmates, saved them from selections and gave them the best
medical attention he could during those times, even though there was a terrible shortage in supplies.

Dr. Kuanka also secretly distributed food to weak and sick inmates, thus saving their lives while risking his own.
One of those inmates, Yitshak Burla, who was a teen ager at the time, wrote the book "The Monster" in which
he called Kuanka the "White Angel".

Dr. Kuanka survived the Holocaust, returned to Greece and received acclaim from the French Government. In
addition, he was accepted to Shimon Wizental's team ("the Nazi Hunter") and tried to identify and capture
Mengale. Dr. Kuanks spent the rest of his life in Luzan in Switzerland. During this time, he passed his doctors
suitcase- which included tools he used in the camp infirmaries- to a family member in Israel- an ear nose and
throat doctor, Dr. David Talmor. The first information received about his actions ws written in Prof. Shmuel
Refael's book. "The Jewish Rescuer Award" was given to his family members during the 2015 Holocaust
Memorial Day ceremony in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Aharon Roza: 1917-1945 RIP
Aharon was born in Salonika and became a chemist. He arrived at Auschwitz on April 17th 1943 and had the
prisoner number 116211 tattooed on his arm.
At the camp, many plagues spread around- the inmates needed immediate medication and supplies. Even light
illnesses (such as diarrhea or the flu) could lead to death.
As a professional chemist, Aharon was the only Jew who was employed at the SS pharmacy, which was right
near the small Auschwitz crematorium.
In order to help sick inmates, Aharon and his brother Shlomo, would steal medicine which they would give to
another Jewish inmate, Jackito Maestro, who would pass it on to those in need all over the camp, thus saving
their lives, all the while risking their own.
There were those in camp who called him "the saviour angel" or the "Greek's father".
Just before the war ended, he was tortured terribly because he wouldn’t do an embarrassing job. He died 20
days later in the camp.
The first information received about his actions was given by the Holocaust survivor: lvonne Razon.
He was approved to receive the "Jewish Rescuer Award" on 2018 Holocaust memorial day. The award has not
yet been given to a family member because we have not found one yet.
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Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Barzilai: 1891-1979 RIP

Barzilai was born in Salonika and in 1910 he reached Jerusalem for rabbinical studies.

He returned to Salonika and became a Rabbi and a teacher there. During 1932-1934 he moved to Belgrade and
during 1934-1936 he moved to Tel-Aviv.

In 1936 he returned to Athens, became the city Rabbi and stayed there during the war.

On September 22" 1943, the Rabbi was invited to the Gestapo headquarters where he was told that the Jews
would be separated from the rest of the city residents. As a result, the Rabbi ordered everyone to burn the
community papers. This announcement made most of the city Jews flee to the hills and far off villages where
they hid with fake names and false identity cards. This is how 3000 of Athens's Jews were saved, while Rabbi
Barzilai risked his own life.

First information about his actions was found in Yosef Ben's book "Greek Jewry in the Holocaust and Resistance
1941-1944",

After the war, Rabbi Barzilai continued to be the city Rabbi until 1963.

"The Jewish Rescuer Award" will be given to his family members during the 2019 Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony in the Bnei Brith forest.
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Sarah Fortis R.l.P
Sarah Fortis was born in Greece in 1927. Her family lived in the Jewish part of the city but they were quite poor. So unlike other Jewish
children who studied at the “Alliance” school, Sarah learnt at the local non Jewish schools. The non-Jewish traditions she learnt there
helped her later in life when hiding under a false identity.
In 1940 a war broke out between Italy and Greece. Sarah’s uncle Mordechai Prizos, a leading officer in the Greek army, was killed during the
battles and became a Greek hero. After the war, many wounded returned from the battle fields in Albania to the hospital where Sarah
volunteered. Some of them were Jewish. Sarah mainly treated the Jewish soldiers who were concentrated into one room. In return, they
gave her bread, which she later turned into toast from which she survived with her mother when fleeing to the hills.
Sarah and her mother barely had a dime to their name. They lived in a basement and acted as Christians. In 1941 they were smuggled to
the hills and reached a far off village where the residents couldn’t read or write. Sarah became their loving and respected teacher. She
arranged food and lodging for Jews in the village churches and actively helped Jews who were escaping Greece by boat to Turkey (arranged
by ELAS).
In 1944 She heard that the Germans were about to reach the village. If they were to find out that the villagers were hiding Jews, they would
burn down the entire village. Sarah understood that she had to leave. She left for the hills and joined the Partisans. She would go between
distant villages and explain the significance of the Partisan activity. She became a well-known and respected Partisan; she even established
and commanded a female unit. She would reach villages and warn the residents before German raids.
At the end of the war, she wanted to reach Athens to join the training courses that were preparing Jews to make Aliya to Palestine. In June
1946, together with her fiancé Mordechai Fortis, they boarded the “Haviva Reich” illegal immigrants’ ship. The boat was caught by the

British and was sent to a detention camp. From the camp they reached Kibbutz Givat Brener and from there they moved to Tel-Aviv, where
they got married and raised a family.
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Buena Tsarfati: 1916-1997 R.I.P
From the book "The rescue", by Karina Lampsa and Yacov Shibi(2012), pages 383-384.

...There were Jews who after arriving to Palestine, they secretly returned back to Greece to help rescue fellow Jews.

Buena Tsarfati's origin was from an eminent sepharadic family of Salonika, according to Rachel Ben Tzvi, who met Buena in a refugee camp of Aleppo, Syria.
Buena was working as a volunteer of the International Red Cross food distribution and she escaped from Athens in 1943 with a forged passport by the name of
Maria Tivoli.

Prior to that, Vital Hasson, who hated Buena, had informed the Nazis about her fiancé . When Buena arrived at the synagogue for her wedding, she found her
fiance Chaim shot by the Germans dying. She was arrested by the Germans, saved by the Greek partisans and, since she was fluent in Greek, she managed to
make her way to Athens. With the help of two Greek partisans, George and Nikolas, she joined the Greek partisan army, using the name Maritsa.

In a letter sent to the Aliya department of Jewish Agency, dated from 13 of January 1944.dr.Nahon mentions a conversation he had with Buena a few days
earlier, on 11/01/1944.

"Mrs Buena Tsarfati, who used to work for Keren Kayemet of Salonika and was of the founders of Wizo youth there, has arrived to Palestine a week ago, after
escaping from Greece and staying for a little while in a refugee camp in Aleppo. Mrs Buena Tsarfati is mentioned on a report written by Rachel Ben Tzvi about
her visit at the dispaced persons camp. Mrs Buena Tsarfati gave me the impression of a dynamic and responsible young woman. She escaped from Greece with
a group of 20 refugees to Turkey on a small fishing boat .The journey lasted 20 hours. On her opinion, the rescue of tens or thousands people from Greece is
possible. Every journey costs 300 palestinian liras for about 20-25 persons. She is willing to return to Greece and help evacuate people. She knows a man who
lives in Palestine and can help her. Mrs Buena Tsarfati will be next week in Jerusalem, after an invitation of Mrs Rachel Ben Tzvi. | think it is very worthy to talk
with her in details. | am at your disposal to translate her words, since she speaks only french,greek and ladino.
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Barouh Shibi R.I.P

Barouh Shibi was a member of EAM in Athens.

Barouh Shibi and Sam Modiano were jurnalists from Thessaloniki that during german occupation fled to Athens.

In 1927 Shibi founded the sionistic Club Ahdout. Very soon many snifim opened at jewish neighborhoods and attracted the lower income families.
After 1935 Poalei Zion (The International Union of Sion) was united with Ahdout and The sionistic club Max Nordau.

Close to the German invasion to Greece, Shibi knew that he was going to be in the list of the people that Gestapo was after and left Thessaloniki with
the British. He arrived at Crete with Senators Mentes Besandji and Jacques Ventura.

He couldn’t find a ship to take him to Egypt, so Shibi decided to go back to Athens. He started to work at EAM and became one of the leaders of
Division 3A. He new important people and with their help he managed to stop the circulation of a weekly anti-Semitic economic newspaper. Shibi
gave information to a semi-legal committee about Greek people of the letters that had friendly activities with the Germans. Latter he was asked to
write reports on such activities.His group at EAM had both Jews and Greek members and they started to print an elegal newspaper and other
materials. Part of the things that he printed had to do with the problems of the Jews at Thessaloniki. He also printed warnings to the Jews of Athens
that was informing them not to be registered at the Synagogue, because the Germans were checking its activities. Shici was the major man that sent
Rabby Barzilai out of Athens.

When Jurgen Stroop came to Athens, The Bar Association of Lawyers of Athens helped Shibi to escape to Peloponisos and he entered the Resistance
there.
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Rabbi Itzack Cassuto: 1896-1996 R.I.P

He moved to Larissa in 1931 to become a Rabbi and school teacher, becoming Chief Rabbi from 1941-1948.
On Feb 1 1948 he emigrated, with his wife and three children, to America, sponsored by his sister Rikketa

and brother-in-law Viktor Parente;
he became a Rabbi in Indianapolis, IN and thereafter in New York City and Florida.
He was a resident Rabbi at the Sephardic Home for the Aged in NY from 1975— until his passing on Feb.

21,1996.

When he arrived in America, the spelling of his name was recorded, on his Naturalization papers as:
Isaac Moise Casuto.



